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         MAY SERMONS 
5/2- “To Thine Own Self Be True” 

 Romans 12: 1-2 

(Are we living the life we really want.) 
 

5/9–  “Mary” 

 Luke 1: 26-38 

(Mother’s Day message.) 
 

5/16– “The Promises of God” 

 2 Peter 1: 1-4 

(The assurances that guide our life.) 
 

5/23– “The Secret Place” 

Matthew 6: 5-6 

(A place of prayer.) 
 

5/30- “A Gift of Kindness”  

Jeremiah 9: 24 

(The gift we can give to others.) 

Branson Christian Church Staff & Board 

STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Allen Minor -  Minister 
Jackie Brown - Office Admin 
Rod Phillips - Music Director 
Annette Sain - Custodial Services 
 

Office Hours:  Mon –Wed 9am-2pm 
  Thurs. 9am-Noon 

BOARD OFFICERS 2021 
Johnie Groves - Board Chair 
Cindy Baldwin - Vice Chair 
Annette Sain - Treasurer 
Jean Mueller - Secretary 
Ginger Faragher - Financial Secretary 

Hoping your month of May 

is filled with good 

thoughts, kind people, and 

abundant blessings! 
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~To Stacy Eastridge for her willingness to share her computer technology skills  and 
knowledge to support the needs of the church.  

  

 

 

 

 

                                          Kudos 

 

~ May ~ 

Chris Hedenberg 

David Hedenberg 

Jolene Herington 

Kathy Wood 

    May 31, 2021 

Thank you for  

your service! 



 

 

              Announcements & Reminders 

 

Hello Everyone!  Check out the updates to the church      
website.  There is now a music page with videos of choir   
anthems and special music guests.                                        
A new video is added weekly.                                                                                   
For those of you that do not have Facebook...we now 
have a YouTube channel, and you can access that link 
on our website www.bransonchristianchurch.com  by clicking on the YouTube 
icon at the bottom of the homepage. Subscribe to the channel and watch the 
newest worship services.  Past services will be added soon.                                                            
You can also search YouTube for "Branson Christian Church" and click on the 
one with our church picture. 

                   By The Way 
We are excited to announce the thrift store 
will  reopen June 3rd!  It will be open for   
business weekly on Thursday, Friday, and   
Saturday.  A BIG thank you to the 23         
volunteers who have signed up to help make 
this happen.   

The following are scheduled work days:     
May 1st, 8th, and 15th at 10am                                                             
It will take a lot of team work to clean, sort, and ready the shop to open. 
If you’re available to help on one of these work days, please contact       
Judy Adams at 417-544-4444. 

We are asking that you postpone bringing donations until after June 3rd 
due to lack of space in our storage room.  

By The Way thrift shop is more than a great place to shop……..it’s an      
important mission that shares God’s love to all of His children.  

We give Him all the praise and glory! 
 

Thank you, 

Diana Rice & Judy Adams 
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Pastor  Message  

Have you ever known anyone who was always late?  Well, there is one appointment they will 
not be late for.  The Bible says, “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment.”          
                                                                        Hebrews 9:27 
 
According to the Bible there is a date when we will leave this earthly life, and for those in 
Christ their name is written in the Book of Life which signifies they will be going to heaven.  
 

 Imagine if you will, that the angel Gabriel paid a visit to your home and laid the Book of Life 
on your kitchen table when no one else was in the house but you.  Gabriel would say to you 
that you have one hour to decide whether or not you want to open the Book of Life and see if 
your name is written in it and the date you will be leaving this earth.  Would you open the 
Book of Life?  Or would you decide you did not want to know the day you die?  You would 
have 60 minutes to decide.  What would you do? 
 
        

 

  

 

It is a fascinating question.  I have asked it many times during Bible classes and other 
groups.  Typically, only one or two people would say  they would want to know the day they 
would die.  By far, the majority of people would say no for various reasons.  What would you 
say? 
 

  It is interesting how detailed people are in planning their summer vacation trips.  They make 
reservations months in advance.   How much time do we spend preparing for our last trip, our 
heavenly home? 
 

 “Surely, I am coming quickly.”  These are the last words that Jesus 
speaks in the last two verses of Revelation which is the end of the 
Bible.  Together with the Apostle John, who is the author of Revela-
tion, let us say,  “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” 
                                                                

 Revelation 22:20-21     

 

See you in church, 

Pastor Minor 



 

 

                       From the Board Chair 

Greetings, Branson Christian Church members and friends. We are so glad to have each one of you as 
part of our family. I trust that the month of April was kind to you---and the month of May will be even 
better. In all my years living in the Ozarks, I don’t recall ever seeing a more beautiful spring. The dog-
woods are fuller, brighter and whiter than I’ve ever seen. And the redbuds----Wow!!! 
 

Our monthly board meeting was held on Thursday, April 15. We had a good meeting, and quite lengthy. 
We did go through our regular routine with committee reports, but the main topic under discussion 
was the lifting of the facemasks mandate by the Board of Aldermen in Branson. All of our board mem-
bers were encouraged to express their views on how the church should move forward. After a long 
floor discussion, the board voted to do the following: 
1. Lift our existing facemask requirements on church property. The choice will now be left up to each 
individual whether they want to wear a facemask or not. 
2. Lift our existing requirements on the 6’ distancing rule. 
3. Begin the process of moving back toward regular communion. This will be a slower process taken a 
step at a time. As an example, the communion elements will not be passed around for some time; we 
will continue to use the pre-packaged method. We do plan to engage the elders in some way---and that 
method is yet to be determined. 
4. Open the fellowship hall--------however, the exact date is yet to be determined. There are a few is-
sues that need to be resolved. 
5. Return to our regular bulletin. A few bugs will have to be worked out so the exact date is also to be 
determined. 
 

For over a year now we have all struggled through this. Our goal at Branson Christian Church has       
always been to survive this epidemic together and to keep everyone as safe as possible. People are 
desperate for normality-----we are starting to see light at the end of that long tunnel. So hold on, dear 
church family------this could be the best year ever!! 
 

The thrift store committee met on Saturday, April 10, and decided on a plan to reopen the store. Diana 
Rice agreed to stay on as Committee Chair until the end of the year, and Judy Adams has agreed to do 
the scheduling, along the help of the Roger Kauffman family. We also had several new volunteers. This 
is great news, and I’m sure the thrift store will be successful. Judy Adams has shown excellent organiza-
tional skills in this process, and we all are grateful for her willingness to dedicate her time and energy to 
take on this demanding task. GO THRIFT SHOP---WE ARE EXPECTING GREAT THINGS!!!!!! 
 

Space will not permit me to go into greater detail about the meeting, but I can assure you that the 
church board continues to work diligently on your behalf. Our goal is to serve the congregation and to 
make Branson Christian Church better and better as the days go by. 
Thank you for reading this letter, and may God bless you richly in the coming days. 
Our next board meeting will be held on Thursday, May 21, at 6:00 PM in the fellowship hall. 
Quote for the year: “It is amazing how much can be accomplished if no one cares who gets the credit.” 
------------John Wooden 
 

Johnie Groves 
Board Chair 
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             Church Events 

LOVE. KINDNESS. CARING 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:35 

The Program Planning Council (PPC) recently met and decided that the church committees 
would join to promote a month focused on LOVE. KINDNESS. CARING. Each committee 
will be promoting a special event, service project or focus on these words during the month 
of June. 

The scripture text, John 13:35, sets the stage for this promotion by reminding us that, by 
our love they will know we are Christians and his disciples. This is an opportunity to put 
these words into action by, intentionally, engaging in acts of LOVE.KINDNESS.CARING. 
The Great Commandment “to love our neighbor” is the tangible, practical way of how we 
show our love of God, through gestures of goodwill , loving people, and showing God’s 
compassion and kindness toward them; something that as Christians comes naturally. We 
hope you will plan to participate in a month of sharing in the LOVE. KINDNESS. CARING 
event. It will be exciting to share our experiences as the giver and recipient of these       
actions! 

Following are some of the plans to make June a time of LOVE.KINDNESS.CARING! 

 ~ May 30th will kick-off the promotion with the worship, message and music, being focused 
on LOVE. KINDNESS. CARING. 

 ~ Provide a calendar of daily suggestions for ways to put the theme into action. 

 ~ Provide a list of community non-profit and service agencies to learn more about their 
programs and support their mission. 

~ Seek interest in community group activities such as, roadside trash 
pick-up or join a local effort called “Shield the Badge” to pray for          
individual fire, police or EMS providers. 

~ Engage children through focused lessons and activities. 

~ Messages shared on our Face Book page and outdoor sign. 

Tentative...Fellowship Dinner on June 27 to provide a time of sharing of our experiences. 

There will be more information about the upcoming events, so stay tuned! The PPC is    
excited about collaborating on this project and look forward to the                                    
LOVE. KINDNESS. CARING that abounds from Branson Christian Church to be an     
amazing and spiritual experience for everyone. 



 

 

                    Classes 

Visit our website at: www.bransonchristianchurch.com 

                        Outreach & Missions 

The Dead Philosopher’s Class  

This class meets the first and third      
Mondays of the month from 10:30am to 

12:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

 In each class, we discuss one philoso-
phy question with topics such as, “What 

is the meaning of life? “Is there free will?” 
There are also others that are debated.  It 
is a very interesting class that is sure to      

challenge your mind and hold your       
attention.    

 

The Bible Study Class                       

This class meets every Wednesday    
morning from 10:30 to12:00 in the        

Fellowship Hall.   

We have short video vignettes from   
speakers such as Max Lucado, Andy 

Stanley, and  John Ortberg to begin the 
class discussions.  

 It provides wonderful fellowship and you 
will grow in your faith.                  

Both classes are held in the Fellowship Hall where social distancing 
and current protocols are observed.   

Coffee and light refreshments are provided.   Hope you will join us! 

“Be Bold, Be Courageous, Be Generous, Be the New Church” 
 

Let’s all be the new church together. To have hope for the future, 
we need to stay rooted in the Truth. God is a good God with good 
plans for the good of all people. Through the anointing of the Spirit 
we discover gifts and resources towards the future God has for us. 

 
The Pentecost offering is to be collected May 16 and 23. Half of 
the gifts go to Regions to support new church development. The 

other half goes to New Church Ministry which trains, equips,      
assists, and multiplies new church leaders. What better to go out 

and tell the world about His love. 
 

Cindy Baldwin, Outreach Chair 
 

5 

 

Committee Reports 

 

 

 

Finance Report through March 2021 

Operating income MARCH    $12,181.40 

Operating expense MARCH   $14,696.30 

Year to date income                $30,193.83 

Year to date expense               $37,180.53 
 

   Online giving is available for your convenience  
      at the church website and Facebook page. 
             SAFE   ~    SECURE   ~   SIMPLE 

Worship Committee  

 
The next meeting is scheduled in  
Fellowship Hall on….. 
-Tuesday, May 11 at 6pm - 
Anyone that wishes to join is welcome! 
 
If you have any questions, please            
contact: chrishedenberg54@gmail.com  
or 417-973-5342. 
 
Thanks - Chris Hedenberg -  
Worship Committee Chairman 

Membership Committee 
 

The membership committee is tentatively planning the post COVID-19 fellowship    
Dinner for Sunday, June 27,  the 4th Sunday in June. 

 Stay tuned for more info….Hope the see everyone there! 
 
 

When the church service returns to serving communion in the normal fashion we were    
accustomed to before the pandemic, we will also start distributing our visitor bread 

again. The committee will need bakers to fill the freezer with 
small loaves of banana or other types of breads that are        

fast and easy to bake.                                                                                  
 

Please call Bobbie Wydeen at 417-699-4728 if interested. 
 
 

Thanks, 
Bobbie 

 



 

 

All Services are video-taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or  Facebook. If you prefer not to 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  

  

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
    

2 
 

 
 
 
 

Fifth Sunday of  
Easter 
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10:30-12:00  

DPS Mtg 

4 

 
 

5 
10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
  

5:30pm 
Choir Practice  
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Sixth Sunday of  
Easter 
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Worship Committee 
Meeting—6pm 
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      10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
  

5:30pm 
Choir Practice  
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Pentecost Special  

Offering 
 
 
 

Seventh Sunday of 
Easter 

 

17 
10:30-12:00  

DPS Mtg 
 
 

 

18 
 

 
 
 
 

6pm –  
Finance Com. Mtg 
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10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
  

5:30pm 
Choir Practice  

 
*Need all newsletter info 

& articles  
Submitted. 
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6pm 
Board Mtg
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     Pentecost Special 
Offering 

__________________ 
30 

LOVE, KINDNESS, 
CARING  
Kick Off 

24 
 
 
____________________ 
31 
 

25 26 
 

10:30am – 12:00  
Bible Study 

 
5:30pm 

Choir Practice  

 27 
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    ~ May Birthdays ~ 
                          

   Misty Coffelt 5-May 

   Marj Jones  9-May 

   Jody Nelson  9-May 

   Jared Lindner 13-May 

   Tara Groves  15-May 

   John Lea  16-May 

   Jim Kelly  20-May 

   Tanya Armstrong 23-May 

   Matt Sisson  23-May 

   Josiah Felder 25-May 

   Marlene Henderson 27-May 

   Rod Phillips  28-May 

   Charie Barton 30-May 

                 ~Anniversaries~ 
     

    May 11 Garry & Debbie Weinstein 

   May 20 Jeff & Stacy Eastridge 

    May 25 Keith & Judy Adams   

   May 25 Larry & Sandy Poos   

      

Serving in May 

Worship Leaders 

  2nd~ Judy Adams 

  9th~  Annette Sain 

16th~  Jean Mueller 

23rd~ John Gillen 

30th~ Cindy Baldwin 

taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or  Facebook. If you prefer not to have your photo online, please notify the church office. 

ALL SUNDAYS 

9:30am - Sunday School  

10:15am - Fellowship Time (Temp. Suspended) 

10:45am -  Worship 

Friday Saturday 
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Thrift shop  
work day—10am 
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work day—10am 
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work day—10am 

 
 
 
 

6pm –  
Board Mtg 
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