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DECEMBER SERMONS

Holidays

12/6 - “Preparation” (Johnie Groves)
Mark 1: 1-8
12/13– “Follow”
Luke 5:1-11
(What it means to follow Jesus.)

Friday, December 25th

Thursday, December 31st

Merry Christmas

12/20– “A Christmas Story”
Luke 1:1-4
(What Christmas really means.)
12/27– “Trust”
Proverbs 3:5-6
(Why trust is the most
important quality of all.)

Ministry & Memorials
Dear BCC Family,

Wishing you and your family a very

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Branson Christian Church Staff & Board
STAFF

Rev. Dr. Allen Minor - Minister
Jackie Brown - Office Admin
Rod Phillips - Music Director
Annette Sain - Custodial Services
Office Hours:
Mon –Wed 9am-2pm
Thurs. 9am-Noon

BOARD OFFICERS 2020

Jean Mueller - Board Chair
Clint Cross - Vice Chair
Annette Sain - Treasurer
Sandy Rice - Secretary
Johnie Groves - Financial Secretary

Thank you all for your prayers, cards, calls, texts and memorial contributions.
We are grateful for the outpouring of love at this sad time.
The Family of Doris Groves

In Loving Memory of

In Loving Memory of

Doris Ann Groves

Dr. Halbert (Hal) Linwood
Dewell

June 11, 1935 – November 15, 2020

October 30, 1931 – October 23, 2020

Memorial donations may be made to:

Memorial donations may be made to:

Branson Christian Church

Branson Christian Church
213 S. Commercial St.
Branson, MO 65616

213 S. Commercial St.
Branson, MO 65616
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Announcements & Reminders

Pastor Message

Office Hours will fluctuate for most of December due to rehearsals and changes to my show.
I will try and communicate changes as they come the best I can.
Thank you for remaining patient and flexible during this time.

“I'll be home for Christmas
You can plan on me
Please have snow and mistletoe
And presents on the tree
Christmas Eve will find me
Where the lovelight gleams
I'll be home for Christmas
If only in my dreams”

Your faithful BCC-Admin. Assistant,
Jackie

Rocks for Sale!!

The rocks that
were left from the
tornado repair are
available for sale
for $1.00 each.
If you would like to purchase
some, please contact the office.
We would like to have the rocks
cleaned up by the end of
December.
It is first come first serve.

FYI…..From Music Leader:
There will not be a Christmas Cantata
this year due to Covid-19
guidelines.
Instead, there will be two (2) small
ensembles on Sunday the 13th & 20th.

Sung by Bing Crosby in 1943

We all remember this Christmas classic. It makes us feel happy, and we listen to
Andy Williams singing about how Christmas is the most wonderful time of the
year. But . . . .
It is no longer 1943 although the atmosphere may be similar. The song,
“I’ll Be Home For Christmas,” was initially sung from the point of view of a soldier
stationed overseas during WWII. He is writing a letter to his family telling them to
get everything ready. He’s been gone a long time but now he is coming home for
Christmas, so get ready. But, the song ends with a rather melancholy note, as he
writes, “if only in my dreams.”
Many of us may feel like the soldier who longs to be with his family, but also
realizes, due to the Corona Virus, that it may only be in our dreams. In some
ways, so many things seem to be only in our dreams today. So many things seem
to be “Cancelled - due to the virus.”
And yet, there is one thing that will never be cancelled, and that is “hope.” During
this Advent season, we look for the presence of God. Mother Theresa said, “Never
let anything so fill you with sorrow as to make you forget the joy of Christ risen.”
On behalf of Branson Christian Church, I pray our entire
Christian family will be blessed with God’s presence and fill
you with hope and joy. May God’s love be with you.

Available in the Narthex on the welcome
table for you to take home.

See you in church,
Pastor Minor
3

From the Board Chair
As we come to the close of this wild and crazy year we do so with praise and thanksgiving.
There have been so many opportunities for the church to respond to unexpected challenges
and find solutions, we have continued to plan and move forward, serve, love our neighbors,
work together to accomplish things we could not have imagined. You, the Branson Christian
Church congregation, have done all these things and more and you have done it with God
leading the way. You have been prayer warriors. You have been faithful servants. You have
been a blessing to the community locally and around the world. You have continued to financially support the church. It truly is a blessing to be a part of loving community that serves
God with all their, heart, soul and mind.
Now we look forward to 2021 and let our prayers be for hope and peace. Scripture assures
us, “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). This is the peace that Jesus gives us, not the peace of
the world, but peace from the Holy Spirit and through prayer we receive this peace. Let this
be our continued prayer as we move into the coming year resting in the assurance that God is
with us and guides us each and every step.
Peace be with you,
Jean Mueller, Board Chair

Highlights from the November Board Meeting:
~The sanctuary was painted.
~The ADA Bathroom Project is progressing on schedule. The plumbing, framing and
electric work is on track for completion and will soon be ready for the city inspection.
~The rocks are going to be offered for sale (previously approved for $1.00 each).
~Red Cross Blood Drive was approved to be held in Fellowship Hall on January 15.
~Approved a Finance Committee recommendation to consolidate a couple of small
Special Funds line items into a single account.
~Discussion to encourage COVID prevention recommendations be more closely followed
and ensure the health and safety of those attending services. Pastor Al will compose
a letter to the congregation and send via email.
~2021 Committees were approved.

Kudos:

Outreach & Missions
There is a collection box in the Narthex
for children ages 0-17.
For gift suggestions, there is a list
available or you may contact
Cindy Baldwin at 620-654-7741 .

*Toys must be collected by Dec.6th

Thank you for your contribution!
"REJOICE"

Christmas Offering

The 2020 Christmas Offering "Rejoice" will be taken
December 13 and 20.

This offering supports the Regional ministries. Some of the areas which
are mentioned for support are as follows:
connecting congregations, fostering faith development,
gathering Disciples in camps, conferences, and assemblies, etc.
One of the areas that is most important at this
time is to help witness the power of God
to make things new.
Please consider your Christmas giving as it stays in the
region to help the local churches in these endeavors.

~To Bobbie Wydeen and team for providing a lovely and delicious
Thanksgiving dinner.
~To Ginger Faragher for filling in as secretary while Jackie was out
several days due to illness.
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Church Events

Committee Reports
Vision Committee

Progress report on the ADA
Compliant Restrooms:
The 72nd annual Adoration Parade will be held on Sunday, December 6th,
beginning at 5:30pm.
The church will continue our tradition of serving hot chocolate and cookies from
4:00pm-5:00pm outside the Fellowship Hall entrance.
The Taney County Health Department recommended that only packaged
(store bought) cookies be served this year. If you would like to buy one or two dozen
packaged cookies it would be greatly appreciated. Please bring them to church by
Sunday, December 6th.
Following health and safety guidelines, cookies will be individually packaged and
drinks served in disposable cups for easy “Grab & Go".

*All of our framing work is completed.
*Next week the electrician and the plumber
will finish up the installation of the
water heater and wiring.
*We will then get an inspection from the
city, and will proceed after receiving the
report.

Finance Report through October 2020
Operating income OCTOBER $8,477.82
Operating expense OCTOBER $10,467.81
Year to date income
Year to date expense

$127,777.44
$117,280.44

Prayers are appreciated that all will
go smoothly and we pass inspection!
I am so appreciative of everyone who has
been so encouraging, and I am happy
everything is moving along so well.

Online giving is available for your convenience
at the church website and Facebook page.
SAFE ~ SECURE ~ SIMPLE

Thank you,
Tanya Armstrong
Vision 100/2024 Committee

If you have any questions, please call Bobbie Wydeen at 417-699-4728.

Worship Committee

The next meeting is scheduled in Fellowship
Hall on…..
-Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 6pm ~Advent devotionals are here and available in
the Narthex on the welcome table.
If you have any questions, please contact me
at:
chrishedenberg54@gmail.com
or 417-973-5342.

Visit our website at: www.bransonchristianchurch.com

Thanks - Chris Hedenberg Worship Committee Chairman
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A little progress
each day adds up
to Big Results!

ALL SUNDAYS
9:30am - Sunday School (Temp. Suspended)

~ December Birthdays ~

10:15am - Fellowship Time (Temp. Suspended)
10:45am - Worship
Sunday
29

Monday
30

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

10:30am – 12:00
Bible Study

1st Sunday of Advent

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Saturday
5

“Hanging of the
Greens”
special service
6
2nd Sunday of Advent

7

10:30-12:00
DPS Mtg

“Adoration Parade”

13
3rd Sunday of Advent

14

8

9
6pm Worship Committee
Mtg

15

16

27

21

22

12

18

19

6pm –
Board Mtg

24
10:30am – 12:00
Bible Study

29

11

17

23

10:30-12:00
DPS Mtg

28

10

10:30am – 12:00
Bible Study

6pm –
Finance Com. Mtg

20
4th Sunday of Advent

10:30am – 12:00
Bible Study

Office Closed.

Gaile Ball

9-Dec

Dorothy Polk

10-Dec

Naomi Felder

15-Dec

Sandy Sisson

16-Dec

Debbie Wilkerson

17-Dec

Sandra Berry

18-Dec

Bobbie Wydeen

24-Dec

Anna Lankford

24-Dec

Christina Baker

28-Dec

Ashley Felder

30-Dec

Claire Delaney

30-Dec

Mary Wallace

~Anniversaries~

25

Office Closed.

26

Dec. 14

Dominic & Rebecka Gillen

Dec. 21

Larry & Mary Wallace

Dec. 31

Rick & Rhonda Johnson

Serving in December
Worship Leaders

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
31

30

3-Dec

6th~

Jerry Yeutter

13th~ Kathy Kaufman

10:30am – 12:00
Bible Study

20th~ Bobbie Wydeen
27th~ Johnie Groves

All Services are video-taped.
taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or Facebook. If you prefer not to have your photo online, please notify the church office.
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