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Pastor Minor’s Message of the Month …
I would like to thank all of you for your patience during this Corona Virus pandemic that has caused so much grief but has also provided our church with ways of handling these types of situations in
the future.
It appears that we are close to opening business and church services in Branson, Hollister and the surrounding area. We will be
providing you with a plan soon on when and how we will open our
church for worship services, Bible classes and other activities.
On behalf of the live stream on the church Facebook page crew, I
do want to point out the many hours the team has spent on making
our church services online possible. We have learned so much, so
fast, and I believe so successfully, I feel I need to lift them up.
More people than we could have imagined have watched our services. The Easter service brought forth 883 views. God has
blessed us during this time. On behalf of Branson Christian
Church, we thank all of you for your prayers, your spiritual support
and your financial support.
May God bless all of you and may God’s love be with you.

Pastor Minor

Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020

May Sermons
5/3 “A Stolen Miracle”
Luke 8:40-45
(How Jesus heals the sick.)
5/10 “ Hannah”
I Samuel 1:1-7
(Mother’s Day)
5/17 ”Do You Love Me?”
John 21:15-17
(How to love the Lord.)
5/24 “What is Truth”
John 18:28-38
(Pilate asks Jesus what is truth.)
5/31 “Lord, Teach Us To Pray”
Matthew 6:5-13
(The disciples ask Jesus to
teach them to pray.)

We are thankful for your continued faithful giving and support during this time when we were unable to
gather. The two methods of giving are working quite well—by either dropping your gift through the mail
slot in the church office door or mailing it to the church.
Even though we experienced a below average offering in March, (see notes below) many are stepping up
and coming through at this difficult time. It is understood too, that some of our precious members are going through financial difficulties due to COVID-19 and unable to contribute at this time. Our prayer is that
God will bless each one alike and bring us all through this time, even stronger than before.
Below is the income/expense report ending March 31,2020:
Operating income MARCH
Operating expense MARCH
Year to date income
Year to date expense

$ 13,784.84
$ 14,685.07
$ 35,933.08
$ 39,842.44

Note:
Operational expenses during March were within normal range because the church was open for part of the
month. We anticipate lower operational expenses for the month of April with church facilities being closed
during the month.
General Fund operating income does not reflect the $6,000 designated for the stained glass fund and an
expense of $2,139 for purchase of glass.
Johnie Groves
Finance Chair
__________________________________________________________________________________
The stained glass project is progressing. Below is a picture of the middle panel that is in the final stages of completion. There are many steps to designing the stained glass window including; cutting the glass for the design, applying
foil tape to each piece, soldering over the foil to bond the glass together, solder a zinc frame to support the glass on
the front and back. Then it is cleaned, a patina is applied to protect the solder and then waxed to a beautiful shine.
Just to give you an idea of the time involved in this project, the Bonds have spent almost 400 hours on the project thus
far, not counting the nearly 500 hours of design time.
We are blessed beyond measure for the gift they are providing.
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From the Board Chair...
As I write this message, I find myself with conflicting emotions. I have tried not to listen to the news often or read the
many articles, posts, comments, etc. that can be both encouraging and discouraging, but it is almost unavoidable for some
of these things to not infiltrate our personal world. So how do we sort the messages? There are strong feelings on all sides
of the pandemic, how it is being handled, how long will our lives be dictated by the virus, what information do we believe
to be accurate, what shapes our thoughts/views and the list goes on. Our experiences will be as unique as we are.
It is both a positive and negative pull on our emotions. We see light in the many acts of kindness and appreciation, an
outpouring of support for those hurting during this crisis, uplifting stories of how love and concern is expressed for our
families and neighbors during this time of separation, sewing machines being dusted off to make masks, selfless acts to
minister to the sick, many continuing to work in jobs that put their lives at risk and the overflowing creativity spawned by
necessity. And, sadly, the negative that can pull us deep into dark places and can be depressing. Not just negative
messages but the sadness we feel for those who are struggling because of the loss of their job and financial security,
educating children at home, stress, those are who sick, and dying, alone, can pull on our heartstrings. The messages that
are divisive and polarizing that tear us apart at a time when we need each other more than ever, mean spirited acts that
hurt us at our core, judgement, blaming, misunderstandings, and simply not listening to one another. So how do we
navigate these pulls on our emotions?
I certainly don’t have the answer to that question, but I have hope. Hope that we can find peace, understanding and
wisdom from the one who loves us unconditionally, the one who is always with us, our God. We can spend time in prayer
and meditation, asking God for direction and wisdom. Believing that in this time when our “normal” lives are interrupted
that we can, and do, depend on His guidance and find hope. We draw our strength from God and rely on His presence to
get through each day and support one another on this journey. Love God, Love your neighbor.
As 2020 began, it was suggested there were 366 opportunities to make a difference. As the New Year began no one
expected it to be quite this challenging. Nonetheless, I know that so many of you are rising to the occasion and continuing
to find opportunities to serve and make a difference, big or small, they all count. Thank you for being the body of Christ
during this time of uncertainty and continuing to express the love of Christ through your words, actions and sharing your
gifts. I am blessed to be a part of a community of believers who Love God and Love their neighbors in ways yet to be
discovered. I miss you and look forward to seeing you soon.
We were unable to have the April board meeting, but the work of the church continues. Following are some of the
highlights:
· Although we were unable to come together during Holy Week and celebrate as planned, we continued the annual prayer
chain and joined in the Palm Sunday and Easter services from our homes.
· As you know, our staff, Pastor Al, Ginger, Rod and Annette are continuing to work, mostly from home, and at the
church, as necessary. Thanks to each of them for continuing to keep things running as normally as possible.
· Jan and Ron Bond are actively working on the stained-glass window project.
· With the generous gift of time and talent the weekly worship service is being planned and made available via Facebook.
· The church offered our facilities to host a Red Cross Blood Drive coordinated by Pat Davis.
· Thank you to the lawn and garden “Angels” for taking care of the church grounds.
· Our sister church, Ozark Mountain Christian Church, have generously offered to donate Chalice Hymnals, that will
replace the current one in use at BCC, along with bibles from their congregation. Please hold them in your prayers as they
continue through the transition of selling their building.
As we begin to plan how and when we will gather again in fellowship, I ask for your patience and understanding. We
haven’t done this before, so as we take the necessary steps for opening the church for worship services and activities, they
may look different. Please be in prayer for guidance and wisdom for planning and decisions.
Blessings,
Jean Mueller

We are not in the same boat
I heard that we are all in the same boat, but it's not like that.
We are in the same storm, but not in the same boat. Your ship
could be shipwrecked and mine might not be. Or vice versa.
For some, quarantine is optimal. A moment of reflection, of reconnection, easy in flip flops, with a cocktail or coffee. For
others, this is a desperate financial & family crisis.
For some that live alone they're facing endless loneliness.
While for others it is peace, rest & time with their mother,
father, sons & daughters.
With the $600 weekly increase in unemployment some are
bringing in more money to their households than they were
working. Others are working more hours for less money due to
pay cuts or loss in sales.
Some families of four just received $3400 from the stimulus
while other families of four saw $0.
Some were concerned about getting a certain candy for Easter
while others were concerned if there would be enough bread,
milk and eggs for the weekend.

~ May Birthdays ~
9 Marj Jones
9 Jodi Nelson
13 Jared Lindner
15 Tara Groves
16 John Lea
20 Jim Kelly
23 Tanya Armstrong
23 Matt Sisson
25 Josiah Felder
27 Marlene Henderson
28 Rod Phillips
30 Charie Barton

~Anniversaries~
13 Harold & Christina Baker
20 Jeff & Stacy Eastridge
25 Keith & Judy Adams
25 Larry & Sandy Poos

Some want to go back to work because they don't qualify for
unemployment and are running out of money. Others are angry
with those who break the quarantine.
Some are home spending 2-3 hours/day helping their child
with online schooling while others are spending 2-3 hours/day
to educate their children on top of a 10-12-hour workday.
Some have experienced the near death of the virus; some have
already lost someone from it and some are not sure if their
loved ones are going to make it. Others don't believe this is a
big deal.
Some have faith in God and expect miracles during this 2020.
Others say the worst is yet to come.
So, friends, we are not in the same boat. We are going through
a time when our perceptions and needs are completely
different.
Each of us will emerge, in our own way, from this storm. It is
very important to see beyond what is seen at first glance. Not
just looking, actually seeing.
We are all on different ships during this storm experiencing a
very different journey.
Unknown author

Serving in May Worship
Worship Leaders
3 Laura Vestal
10 Chris Hedenberg
17 Jamie Haage
24
31

Membership
The May Fellowship Dinner has been
cancelled.
The committee is looking at possibly
having some small group gatherings and
are exploring a couple of ideas. Please
watch for updates!
Thanks, Bobbie

Sharing the joy of the Lord in their Baptism in
the Community of Faith on April 10, 2020.
  
  
  
  
  

  

26-27

You were all baptized into Christ, and so you were all
clothed with Christ. This shows that you are all children
of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:27 (ERV)

By The Way Thrift Shop
to spring merchandise.
With the sudden need to
close this did not happen,
so it will be an enormous
task to make the change
before we can open for
business again.
We would ask those of
you who have been busy
cleaning and have items to
donate to hold on to them
until we have time to make
the necessary seasonal
changes. We will need all
the space in the backroom
to sort and prepare for reopening the store.
Thank you for your support. We give God the
When the store was closed praise and glory for leadin March due to the virus ing us in this difficult time.
outbreak, we were prepar His presence is felt in the
ing to change from winter thrift store mission.
The Thrift Store will remain closed until the volunteer staff feels safe to
return. Most of our volunteers and their family
members are in the most
vulnerable age group for
COVID-19
and
have
voiced their concern about
returning too soon. The
contribution the store
makes to the church and
missions is understood and
it deeply saddens us that
this is the first time in13
years of operation that no
revenue has been generated.

May 25, 2020
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PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING MAY 31 AND JUNE 7

