
 

 

Branson Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

213 S. Commercial St. 
Branson, MO 65616 

417-334-3453 

You can now watch our services on our YouTube channel! 

Go to www.bransonchristianchurch.com 

and click on the Social Media tab. 

Pentecost Special Offering received Sunday, May 29 & June 5 

  

 

Monthly Newsletter of Branson Christian Church 
     (Disciples of Christ) 

Our Worship Service can be viewed on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/bransonchristianchurch  

or on our website at www.bransonchristianchurch.com 

THE SPIRIT 

     May 2022 

http://www.bransonchristianchurch.com/


 

 

In This Issue 

Pastor’s Message …….…………..3 

From the Board ……………. ……4 

Committee Reports……………….5 

Calendar …………………… ……6 

Worship Leaders….……………...7 

Birthdays…………………………7 

Anniversaries……….....................7 

Upcoming Church Events..............8 

Outreach & Missions ……………9 

Administration…………………...9 

Announcements & Reminders... ..10 

Church Thrift Shop……………...11 

Serving this Month……………...11 

      MAY SERMONS 
 

5/1-  Bob Patton 
John 21:25 
(God Loves Stories) 
 

5/8– “Mary” 
Luke 1:26-38 
(A Mother’s Day sermon)   

 5/15– “If Only” 
II Samuel 23:13-17 NLV 
(The danger of rumination)    

   

5/22– “What If” 
Hebrews 10:35-36 

(What if you can make dreams come true) 
 

5/29  - “The Revenge of Goliath” 
II Samuel 21:15-16 
(There  will always be giants in our lives) 
 

Branson Christian Church Staff & Board 

STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Allen Minor -  Minister 
Ginger Faragher- Office Interim 
Rod Phillips - Music Director 
Annette Sain - Custodial Services 
 

Office Hours:  Tues.—Thurs. 
  10:30am-2:30pm. 

BOARD OFFICERS 2022 
Cindy Baldwin - Board Chair 
Jamie Haage - Vice Chair 
Annette Sain - Treasurer 
Jean Mueller - Secretary 
Ginger Faragher - Financial Secretary 

Let my teaching fall like rain and my words 
descend like dew, like showers on new grass, 
like abundant rain on tender plants. 

 Deuteronomy 32:2 
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THRIFT SHOP UPDATE 

 

Turnover from winter to spring/summer went well. We had 10 energetic 
volunteers to help so we were finished in record time. Come in and see us 
for a breath of spring air. We are receiving many beautiful, practical, and 
sellable items thanks to you. But keep them coming as they fly off the 
racks and shelves rapidly. It's fun to see how shoppers notice the new 

items.                    
Just want to say a shout out to Judy and Keith Adams and Diana Rice for 
the many hours they spent making the Thrift shop successful.  And of 
course we couldn't do it without our wonderful, dedicated volunteers.  Most 
of all we are so thankful to Jesus our Lord and Savior 

who blesses us with interested shoppers and gives us the 
chance to give encouragement and let us witness about 
Him to others.                     
 

Respectfully submitted, Kathy Kauffman   

                         By The Way Thrift Shop 

        Serving this month 

~ May~  
 

 

Jolene Herington 

Jean Mueller 

Annette Sain 

~ May~ 

 

 

 

1  - Easton Rein 

 8  - James Gillen 

15  - Grace Rein   

22 -  John Gillen 

29  - Easton Rein 

~ May~ 

 

Jamie Haage 

Tanya Armstrong 

 



 

 

              Announcements & Reminders 

Prayer Requests  

If you have a prayer request that occurs when the office is 
closed, please call Pastor Minor at  417-699-4668.  This is im-
portant and we want to ensure that each request is received 
and responded to promptly.   

 
   Harold Nesbit 

and  
Laura Vestal 

Joyfully invite you to share in their 
~COVENANT of MARRIAGE~  

ceremony on 

  Sunday, May 22,2022  

            at  2:00pm at Branson Christian Church 
              Reception to Follow  

 
     ~NO gifts or presents-just your presence~        

 

The Thrift  store is looking for “as needed” pricers, 
checkout persons and baggers. You may work 
once a week or once a month. We are very flexible. 
If you would like to fill in for vacations etc. we can 
find a place for you on our Thrift store team. If you 
like to decorate or organize things you may come in when the store is 
closed and tidy up and decorate for upcoming holidays. It's a great way 
to use your talent for BCC and the Lord.  

Call Kathy  Kauffman  @ 309-696-6517 Thrift Shop Co-Chair 
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Pastor  Message  

Many years ago a lady named Anna Jarvis got the idea of having a special day to pay tribute to 
mothers.  Her mother had actually laid the plans for the commemoration of this day but her 
mother died on the second Sunday in May, 1905, without seeing this special day realized.   
 
In 1907, Miss Jarvis invited some friends to her home in Philadelphia to commemorate the 
anniversary of her mother’s death and announced plans to make Mother’s Day a national ob-
servance on the second Sunday in May. 
 
On the second Sunday in May of 1908, the first Mother’s Day church service was held at Miss 
Jarvis’ old home church, Andrews Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia.  Two years lat-
er the governor of West Virginia made Mother’s Day official in that state.  In 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed Mother’s Day a national observance as the second Sunday of 
each May.   
 
In psychoanalytic research in years gone by, one concept I have always appreciated and still 
believe in is this:  Our earliest memory reveals how we are doing now.  My earliest memory is 
of my mother placing a very warm blanket around me because it was so cold in the little trail-
er we were living in.  I think of that often when I feel sad and it cheers me up.   
 
A mother’s love is precious.  May we give tribute to our mother this Mother’s Day and never 
forget the sacrifices she made for us.  Our Lord made the greatest sacrifice for us when He 
laid down His life for us that we  may have eternal life with Him.  Perhaps it was our mother 
who made the next greatest sacrifice for us.   
 
On behalf of Branson Christian Church and staff, we wish all of you a wonderful Mother’s 
Day.   
 

 

See you in church , 

Pastor Minor 



 

 

                       From the Board Chair 

 

It is so pleasing to see all of the committees doing the work of the church. Our church is richly blessed with 
talented, hard-working people who are doing so much work to spread God’s love to everyone. 

Many reports came in from the committees at the April Board meeting: 

 

· Building and Grounds/Property—Roofing company has not made repairs to date. Outside and inside motion 
lights will be installed soon. New LED fixtures are being installed the Fellowship Hall. Intercom for the Of-
fice has been installed. Kitchen sink faucets have been replaced. Draining the baptismal will be emptied slow-
ly to avoid problems of overflowing water in the new bathrooms. 

· Christian Education—6 children participated in the Drive-in movie night with cardboard cars, movies and 
concessions. 2 youth attended Young Christian’s Weekend at Silver Dollar City. Graduation Sunday will be 
May 15 with 1 graduate to be recognized. On May 6 a Mother’s Day Craft even will be held for the children. 
Vacation Bible School is scheduled July 15 and 16. The board approved the recommendation that a onetime 
monetary gift would be presented to a high school graduating senior who is actively participating or a member 
of Branson Christian Church and pursuing higher education. A fund will be established for this project in 
which $1000 has been pledged pending this approval. 

· Church Growth and Membership—The movie “Passion of the Christ” was shown with 6 in attendance. The 
committee also hosted a baby shower for Holli and Alex Segura. The Easter Pancake Breakfast was well at-
tended. $304 was donated to the Youth Fund through donations. The annual church picnic is scheduled on 
Sunday, September 25. 

· Finance—Tithing remains consistent and substantial giving is being received. The Net YTD operating in-
come is $5,203.00. 

· Outreach—An annual planning calendar draft was discussed by the committee. Plans for a highway trash 
pick-up is being made. The Pentecost Offering will be taken May 29-June 5. May Food pantry donations that 
are recommended are cereal and tuna. 

· PPC—Will be discussing the Kindness Project as well as a Talent Auction in the Fall. 

· Personnel—Interview one in person and another per phone. An ad will be placed in print and social media 
platforms to entertain more applicants. 

· Thrift Store—10 people assisted with the turnover from winter to summer. Donations continue to be steady 
from the church members and the community. More social media posts to advertise the shop are being 
planned. More volunteers are needed. Kathy and Roger Kauffman will now co-lead the committee for the 
Thrift Store. 

· Worship—Easter Season services went well involving Maundy Thursday, Cantata, Prayer Vigil, Easter Sun-
day and the Lent Bags were well received. Mother’s Day recognition is being planned. 

· Vision 100/2024—A 3-D video plan of proposal for the front of the sanctuary was presented. Cost estimate 
and funding plans will be presented at the May 17 Finance meeting and then further information meetings for 
the congregation will be planned and reported at the next board meeting. 

As you can see, we are going to be a very involved congregation in the next few months. Please help where 

you can. 

Cindy Baldwin, Board Chair 
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· The Pentecost Offering will be received May 29 and June 5. This offering supports Disciples 
new church development through planning, nurturing and sustaining new congregations. Gifts 
for this offering are divided equally between the region in which they are received and the 
New Church Ministry. 

· May food pantry items – Cereal and canned tuna 

· Highway Trash Clean Up - If you are interested in participating in a group to pick up trash 
along the highway please contact Jean Mueller at fjmueller334@gmail.com. A date and time 
will be set by those participating. 

Mental Health & Wellness Expo 

On May 14, from 11 AM – 3 PM, OACAC will host a Mental Health & Wellness Expo at the 
Branson Community Center located at 201 Compton Drive. 

The event will feature agencies and services that provide resources and information about 
mental health and wellness. Burrell Behavioral Health “Be Well Communities” presentation 
will take place from 1-2 pm. 

Attendees will receive information, a free t-shirt, tote bag and have opportunities to enter 
prize drawings, and lunch will be provided by onsite food truck Sandwiches & Thangs. 

This is a great opportunity to learn more about resources available in our community and is 
free to the public but registration is required. For more information and registration visit 
www.oac.ac/news. 

Jean Mueller, Outreach Chair 

                        Outreach & Missions 

Larry Campbell for assisting at the Pancake breakfast. 

Roger Kauffman and Robert Baldwin for installing Fellowship Hall lights and other 
maintenance projects. 

BCC Choir for the beautiful Cantata on Palm Sunday. 

                                        KUDOS 



 

 

                   Upcoming Church Events 

Visit our website at: www.bransonchristianchurch.com 

Membership News 

Upcoming event changes; 

The June Fellowship Dinner is scheduled for Sunday, June 12th and not Sunday, June 
19th (Fathers' Day) 

The Church Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, September 25th at the Table Rock State Park 
Pavilion- There will not be a fellowship dinner on Sunday, September 18th. 

Bobbie Wydeen, Membership Chair 

~SAVE THE DATE~ 

Vacation Bible School 2022 
 

Everywhere Fun Fair- Where God's Word Comes Together 
Friday, July 15 & Saturday, July 16 

 
We are looking for volunteers as helpers on those dates as well as decorating 
classrooms for the 5 countries of Japan, Zimbabwe, United Kingdom, Australia, 
and Mexico that are a part of the Every where Fun Fair. Be watching for a list of 
things we need to help with or items we will be collecting for crafts and such. 
 
Please contact: 
 
Stacy Eastridge at 417-239-4477shortround9276@gmail.com 
Or Bobbie Wydeen at 417-699-4728 bobster218@aol.com 
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Committee Reports 

 

 

 

Finance Report through MARCH 2022 

Operating income MARCH             $16,079.52 

Operating expense MARCH           $11,162.94 

Year to date income                        $43,052.92 

Year to date expense                       $37,914.47 

   Online giving is available for your convenience  
      at the church website and Facebook page. 
             SAFE   ~    SECURE   ~   SIMPLE 

 Committee Meetings  

 
 
~Membership Comm.  - May 1 after church 

~ Worship Comm. - May  10 at 11am 
~Christian ED  - May 11 at 6:30pm 
~ Finance Comm. - May 17 at 6pm 
~ Board Meeting - May 19 at 5:30pm 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Christian Education Committee 
 

Thank you to everyone who gave at the Easter Pancake Breakfast. $304 was raised and will 
go towards the Youth Fund. This fund will be used for events, program materials, camp, trips!  
 

 

Friday, May 6 from 6pm-8pm there will be a crafting event. Come and make a special “stained glass” 
vase and bouquet for Mother’s Day. 

On Sunday, May 15 we will be honoring our graduating Senior, Darren Gillen. 

There will be a basket in the Narthex starting May 8 if you would like to leave a 
card or gift. Darren has been accepted into the Culinary Arts program at College 
of the Ozarks. He will be moving in shortly after graduation and participating in 

their summer work program. Please join us in wishing him congratulations and 
best of wishes. Their will be cake and punch to enjoy after Sunday service during 
our monthly Fellowship Dinner . 

 A new fund has been created  thanks to an anonymous startup donation of $1000, to  the Youth Higher 

Education Gift Fund. Through this fund graduating High School Seniors who are actively attending and/
or members who are pursing secondary education will receive a one-time monetary gift to go towards 
any college needs. If you feel so moved to contribute to this fund, simply earmark your donation to 

“Youth Higher Education Fund”.  

Thank you, 
Stacy Eastridge, Christian Education Chair 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

1 

 
Membership  
Comm. Mtg 
After church 

2 
 
 

 
 

3 
 
 
 
 

 
  

4 
  

10:30am – 12:00  
Bible Study 

 
Choir Practice         

5:30pm 

5 

8 

MOTHER’S 
DAY 

 

9 
 

 
 
 

10 
 
 

11am -  
Worship Committee 

Mtg 

11 
10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
 

Choir Practice         
5:30pm 

Christian Ed. 
Comm. Mtg.  

6:30pm  

12 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

DINNER 
 

Graduate 
Sunday 

16 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

17 

 
 

6pm –  
Finance Com. Mtg 

 
 
 

18 
10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
  

Choir Practice         
5:30pm 

 

Newsletter reminder 
 

19 
 

5:30pm 
Board Mtg

 
 
 

22 

   
Harold & Laura 

Wedding Ceremony 
2pm. 

 

23 

” 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter articles     
submitted 

24 
 

 
 

25 
 

10:30am – 12:00  
Bible Study 

  
 Choir Practice         

5:30pm 

26 
        

  
 
 

29 

PENTECOST 
OFFERING   

30 
 

 
 

31 1 
10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
 

Choir Practice         
5:30pm 

   

 

 2 

All Services are video-taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or  Facebook. If you prefer not to 
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Serving in May  

Worship Leaders 

   1st ~  Cindy Baldwin 

 8th ~ Laura Vestal 

15th ~  Pat Campbell 

22th ~  Cindy Etnyre 

29th ~ Johnie Groves 

ALL SUNDAYS 

9:30am - Sunday School  

10:15am - Fellowship Time  

10:45am -  Worship 

Friday Saturday 

6 
 

6-8pm 
Youth craft  

 project  

7 

 

 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

 

14 
 

Mental Health & 
Wellness Expo 

Branson 
Community 

Center 
11-3pm 

 

5:30pm –  
Board Mtg 

 
 
 

20 

 
21 

  
 
 

27 

       
 
 
 
 
         

28 

3 
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taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or  Facebook. If you prefer not to have your photo online, please notify the church office. 

    ~ May Birthdays ~ 
                           

   Jody Nelson   9-May 

   Jared Lindner  13-May 

   Tara Groves  15-May 

   John Lea  16-May 

   Jim Kelly  20-May 

   Tanya Armstrong 23-May 

   Matt Sisson  23-May 

   Josiah Felder  25-May 

   Marlene Henderson 27-May 

   Rod Phillips  28-May 

   Charie Barton  30-May 

                

                ~Anniversaries~ 
     

    May 11 Garry & Debbie Weinstein 

    May 17  Javier & Shan Carrasco 

    May 20 Jeff & Stacy Eastridge 

     May 25 Keith & Judy Adams   

    May 25 Larry & Sandy Poos   

      


