
 

 

Branson Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

213 S. Commercial St. 
Branson, MO 6561 

 417-334-3453 

The Christmas Offering supports regional ministries. In 31 regions across the United 
States and Canada, ministers are nurtured, and congregations are provided opportunities for 
work and worship. Often recognized for the ministries of camps and conferences, regions 
also play a critical role in the preparation and authorization of ministerial ordination. Both are 
key to church leadership and development. Regions partner with congregations to support 
the work required to call a new minister. 
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DECEMBER SERMONS 
 

 12/5- “The Elder” 

 James 5:13-14 

 (What exactly does and elder do?) 

 

 12/12–  “Forever Young” 

 Psalm 92:12-15 

 (How to be productive regardless of age.) 

 

 12/19– “Cantata” 

  

 12/26– “A New Year” 

Luke 8: 34-38 

 (Making the world a better place.) 

  

Branson Christian Church Staff & Board 

STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Allen Minor -  Minister 
Jackie Brown - Office Admin 
Rod Phillips - Music Director 
Annette Sain - Custodial Services 
 

Office Hours:  Mon –Wed 9am-2pm 
  Thurs. 9am-Noon 

BOARD OFFICERS 2021 
Johnie Groves - Board Chair 
Cindy Baldwin - Vice Chair 
Annette Sain - Treasurer 
Jean Mueller - Secretary 
Ginger Faragher - Financial Secretary 
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•       Bobbie Wydeen expressed  appreciation to everyone who helped with the    
Thanksgiving dinner. 

     

                                          Kudos 

        Serving this month 

~ December ~ 

Jean Mueller 

Sandy Poos 

~ December ~ 
 

Johnie & Julie 

Groves 

~ December ~ 

 

 

 

John  

Preston 

Easdon 

James 

Grace 

      New Members and Memorials 

~ Matt & Katie Hedenberg 

~ Jeff Eastridge 

With deepest  
sympathy for 
Linda Keith in 
the passing of  
her husband, 
Richard Keith. 

God’s      
blessings to 

you. 



 

 

                   Upcoming Church Events 

Sunday, December 5 

from 3:00-5:00 
We will serve hot cocoa & cookies outside. 

Volunteers are needed to bake cookies 
and bring them to church by Sun., Dec. 5. 

Helpers are also wanted to prepare the 
cocoa, put cookies into individual bags, 

and serve outside.  

Please contact Bobbie Wydeen                  
if you would like to help. 

417-699-4728 

Sunday, December 19 during the worship service. 
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Pastor  Message  
  

There is an old Christmas story about an old shoe cobbler who 
dreamed one Christmas Eve that Jesus would come to visit him 
the next day. The dream was so real that he was convinced it 
would come true.  So the next morning he got up and decorat-
ed his little cobbler shop and got ready for Jesus to come 
and visit. He was so sure that Jesus was going to come that he 
just sat down and waited for Him.  The hours passed and Jesus 
didn’t come but an old man did.  He came inside for a moment 
to get warm.  As the cobbler talked with him he noticed the 
holes in the old man’s shoes, so he reached up on the shelf and 
got him a new pair of shoes.  He made sure they fit and that his 

socks were dry and sent him on his way.  Still he waited.  But Jesus didn’t come, but an old 
woman did.  A woman who hadn’t had a decent meal in two days. They sat and visited for a 
while, and then he prepared some food for her to eat. He gave her a nourishing 
meal and sent her on her way. Then he sat down again to wait for Jesus. But Jesus still didn’t 
come.  Then he heard a little boy crying out in front of his shop.  He went out and talked with 
the boy and discovered that the boy was lost and didn’t know how to get home.  So he put on 
his coat and took the boy home.  When he came back to his little shoe shop it was almost dark 
and the streets were emptied.  Then in a moment of despair he lifted his voice to heaven and 
said, “Oh Lord Jesus, why didn’t you come?”  And then in a moment of silence he seemed to 
hear a voice saying, “Oh shoe cobbler, lift up your heart. I kept my word. Three times I 
knocked at your friendly door. Three times my shadow fell across your floor. I was the man 
with the bruised feet. I was the woman you gave something to eat. I was the boy on the 
homeless street.”  Jesus had come. The cobbler just didn’t realize it. 
 
During this Christmas season, let us continue to do random acts of kindness.  Let us continue 
to make the world a better place to live.  We never know when Jesus will be stopping by.   
 
 
 
 
On behalf of Branson Christian Church and staff, we wish you a very 
Merry Christmas.  
 
See you in church, 
Pastor Minor 
 



 

 

                       From the Board Chair 
 
 

 

Greetings to all of you, my beloved church family. Julie and I would like to wish all of you a very 
Merry Christmas. Out hopes and prayers for you are that you would be in good health, and that 
God would bless you with everything you want this Christmas. It has been both a pleasure and an 
honor to serve alongside of you this last year, and as the last hours of 2021 tick away I realize that 
God has blessed our precious little church. We have come through a lot together this year; some-
times we have laughed together, and sometimes we have cried. We lost some precious people 
from among us; but we at Branson Christian Church have more to go to heaven for-----more than 
ever now!!  
 

In this, my last article for the newsletter, I would like to leave this thought: We are an imperfect 
group of people serving a perfect God. We will never get it right all the time, no matter how hard 
we try. Mistakes are part of our nature-----but God looks beyond our faults. He searches out the 
very intents of our hearts, our motives. And, as God looks beyond our faults, we must look be-
yond the faults of one another. It is required of us that we love one another, and that we forgive 
one another. The teachings of Christ clearly indicate that our behavior toward each other is of 
great importance in the eyes of God. Again, I want to say that Julie and I are delighted to be 
among you, and we love you dearly. We felt the warmth of friendship the first time we gathered 
among you.  
 

In the coming weeks, I would like to ask you not to forget those in our church who have suffered 
the loss of a loved one, or those who are facing serious health issues. There are some who will 
find it very difficult to be merry in heart. Very difficult indeed! So, I ask you, my dear friends, do 
not let a day pass without sending out a prayer for them.  
 

And now to business: 
 

The annual congregational meeting in November went very well. I would like to thank all of you 
for staying for the meeting; we had good attendance and enough for a quorum. The slate for next 
year, which includes officers, trustees, elders, and deacons was approved as presented.  I'm proud 
of the entire church body for having the wisdom to choose such a qualified group. An excellent 
choice!!  
 

Also, the general fund budget was approved as presented. No dissention----no fuss, no muss, no 
bother. THANK YOU!! 
 

FROM OUR HOUSE TO YOURS----GOD BLESS YOU AND HAVE A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!! 
  
Quote for the year: “It is amazing how much can be accomplished if no one cares who gets the 
credit.”   ------------John Wooden 
  

Johnie Groves —Board Chair 

By The Way 
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                        Outreach & Missions 

The Christmas offering will be taken December 12 & 19.   

Key areas to support: 

-Nurturing our ministers and congregations. 

-Helping with camps and conferences in the region. 

-Preparing and authorization of candidates for ordination.  

Supporting these activities that help our church leadership and development                   
are what this offering is all about.   

Thank you for your contribution.  

In this month of December, we ask that you support the project that you feel God wants 
you to be involved in.   

Many of you are already involved in CAM, OACAC, or the Salvation Army.   

There are many other concerns in our community and we are asking that you consider 
them as you approach the season of giving.  Please do what you feel is important.   

God bless you for all that you have done this past year in giving to our community.   



 

 

                    Classes 

Visit our website at: www.bransonchristianchurch.com 

 

The Bible Study Class                       

This class meets every Wednesday morning from 10:30 to12:00 in the Fellowship Hall.   

We have short video vignettes from speakers such as Max Lucado, 
Andy  Stanley, and  John Ortberg to begin the class discussions.  

 It provides wonderful fellowship and you will grow in your faith.                  

Every Sunday morning  

at 10:15 

 in the Fellowship Hall. 

              Announcements & Reminders 

In preparation of the 100th Branson Christian Church anniversary in 2024, a handprint banner is being 
created.  Everyone in the congregation is invited to participate.  Stop by the classroom adjacent to the         
sanctuary any Sunday after church and add your family handprint to the banner.  

Fellowship  

Sunday, Dec. 19  following worship                                  
service.   Please bring a dish to pass.   

Come help us celebrate Jesus’ birthday                              
with cake and ice cream.   Hope to see you there!                                                                            
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Committee Reports 

 

 

 

Finance Report through October 2021 

Operating income  OCTOBER         $9,929.27 

Operating expense OCTOBER       $10,968.77 

Year to date income                      $126,987.67 

Year to date expense                     $125,542.80 
 

   Online giving is available for your convenience  
      at the church website and Facebook page. 
             SAFE   ~    SECURE   ~   SIMPLE 

Worship Committee  

The next meeting is scheduled in the   
Fellowship Hall on                              

Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 6pm  
 

Anyone that wishes to join                 
is welcome! 

Please contact Chris Hedenberg if you 
would like to serve as a worship    
leader during a Sunday worship      
service. We are always in need.  

 
Thank you, 

Chris (Worship Committee Chair) 
417-973-5341 

 

 

Thrift Shop 

The thrift shop will be closed for  

the holidays as listed below….  

December 24—January 3.  

The Volunteer Christmas lunch will be                                 
Saturday, December 18 from 12:00 -3:00. 

At the Lakewood Estates Clubhouse. 
 

Thanks to everyone for your continued donations                   
to support this ministry. 



 

 

All Services are video-taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or  Facebook. If you prefer not to 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1 
10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
  
 

Choir Practice         
5:30pm 

2 

         
 

5 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

 

   “Adoration Parade” 

 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 

 
 
 
 

8 
10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
  

 

Choir Practice         
5:30pm 

 

 

9 

 

12 

 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

13 
 

Worship Committee 
Meeting—6pm 

 
 
 
 
 

(Newsletter Reminder) 

14 

 
 
 
 
 

6pm –  
Finance Com. Mtg 

15 
      10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
  

 

Choir Practice         
5:30pm 

 

                              

16 

 
 
 
 
 

6pm 
Board Mtg

19 

 4th Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Christmas Cantata 
 

Fellowship Dinner 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 

 
 

 

22 
10:30am – 12:00  

Bible Study 
  

 
 

Choir Practice         
5:30pm 

23 

   
 

 
 
 

 

26 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 

 

28 

 
 

29 
 

10:30am – 12:00  
Bible Study 

 
 

Choir Practice         
5:30pm 

 
 

 30 
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 December Birthdays  
 

   

  3-Dec              Gaile Ball  

             9-Dec             Dorothy Polk  

           10-Dec             Naomi Felder   

           15-Dec             Sandy Sisson   

            17-Dec             Sandra Berry   

           18-Dec             Bobbie Wydeen     

           24-Dec             Anna Lankford                                      

           28-Dec             Ashley Felder   

           30-Dec             Mary Wallace     

 

Anniversaries 
       

    Dec. 14 Dominic & Rebecka Gillen 

    Dec. 21 Larry & Mary Wallace  

    Dec. 31  Rick & Rhonda Johnson
  

 

      

  

Serving in December 
 

Worship Leaders 
   

   5th~  Cindy Baldwin 

  12th~ Kathy Kauffman 

  19th~  Laura Vestal 

  26th~  Chris Hedenberg 

taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or  Facebook. If you prefer not to have your photo online, please notify the church office. 

ALL SUNDAYS 

 9:30am – Sunday School 

10:15am - Fellowship Time  

10:45am -  Worship 

Friday Saturday 
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6pm –  
Board Mtg 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Need all newsletter info 
& articles  

Submitted. 
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Thrift shop  
volunteer             

Christmas luncheon 
12:00-3:00 

 
Christmas Cantata 
(Dress Rehearsal) 

1:00pm 
 

   

 
 
 

 

24 

      Christmas Eve       
Candlelight Service 

6:00pm 
 
 
 
 

25 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

31 
 
 

          
 
 
           

 
 
 


